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Classic Thunderbirds of San Diego

From the President:                                                        �
I can’t believe that the summer  season is almost officially over, although here in San Diego, we almost have 
an endless summer where we have fun, fun, fun in the T-Birds.   As an annual tradition for the last several 
years, we have had an end of summer picnic in late September.  This year is no different.  Alan Cutsinger 
has been organizing a great picnic at Deer Springs Winery and Auto Museum.  Besides having a delicious 
lunch catered by Phil’s BBQ, each of you have the opportunity to go through the on-site auto museum which 
boasts the world’s largest collection of convertibles and Americana.  The museum is filled with vintage 
signs, gas station equipment, early television and radios as well as a huge collection of Barbie Dolls.  There 
is something for everyone to enjoy.  To make things a little more interesting, Alan and I are putting together 
a scavenger hunt to test your observation skills.  We will have teams to locate and answer trivia questions 
found throughout the museum.  There will be prizes awarded to the top teams. This promises to be a won-
derful event filled with great food, fellowship, fun and the opportunity to view beautiful cars besides our 
own.   If you have not sent in your reservation and check to Alan, please complete the form found in this 
newsletter.  The deadline is Wednesday, September 25th.  Checks are to be made out to CTSD and mailed to 
Alan’s P.O. Box. 

If you were not at the last meeting, I announced that sadly, I will be stepping down from the board at the 
conclusion of this year. It has been a pleasure and an honor to serve Chapter 24 the last three years, espe-
cially this year which is our 50th.  While I will not be active on the board in 2020, I will be happy to assist 
the new board in any way I can.  It is time to start the next 50 years with some fresh ideas and leadership.  
It is my sincerest hope that we will have somebody willing to take the helm and guide Chapter 24 towards a 
sustaining and successful future.   

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for our Annual Christmas Party on Saturday, December 7th. We will again 

The Birds Eye View.   

Happy 36th Anniversary  
Larry and Jeannie Hoskinson 

!
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be having the party at the Admiral Baker Club.  This promises to be a great event at a beautiful venue.  If 
anyone knows someone or a business that can donate a raffle prize, please feel free to reach out.  If you 
need a letter, I have one on file that can be used.  More details to come. 

To enhance our monthly newsletter, Elaine Villalpando is looking for some personal interest stories to in-
clude.  The stories could be about a trip that was taken in your T-Bird, the car’s restoration or how you came 
about having your Thunderbird.  Please include some photos.  It only needs to be a couple of paragraphs or 
more if you have quite a story.  Please send them to Elaine early in the month for inclusion in our newsletter. 
Make sure you also check the Calendar of events in the newsletter as it changes each month. 

Happy Thunderbirding,   

David Durrill, President 

MEETING MINUTES - 25 AUGUST 2019 

1. Meeting called to order at 2:10 PM.  21 members present.  David Durrill introduced new club members 
Steve and Pam Ness.  They own a ’57 Blue T-Bird.    

2. MINUTES APPROVAL - Minutes for 28 July 2019 meeting were unanimously approved. 

3. TREASURER’S REPORT - Reports for June and July 2019 were unanimously approved. 

4. GUEST SPEAKERS - None. 

5. OLD BUSINESS 

A. CTSD 50TH Anniversary Badges 
• David Durrill is purchasing 50TH Anniversary badges. 
• If you are interested in purchasing the badge, please submit your name and phone num-

ber to David. 
• Cost is $6.00 for badge with pin back and $8.00 for badge with a magnetic back. 
• Please give David the name(s) you want printed on the badge(s). 

B. Check the newsletter for list of events.  Please note some are tentative and subject to change. 
• If you have any T-Bird/Club member personal interest stories/photographs for the news-

letter, please submit them to Elaine Villalpando. 
• The club is also thinking about doing a member spotlight article for the newsletter. 

C. David Durrill gave a re-cap of Cruisin’ Grand held on 23 August.  The following CTSD members 
participated: 

• Larry and Jeannie Hoskinson 
• Elaine Villalpando 
• Alan Cutsinger 
• David Durrill 
• Bob Higgins 
• Gary Dumas 
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• Steve & Pam Ness 
• Pre event meet up at the Villalpando’s home for Root Beer Floats and Crackerjacks and 

then caravanned to Broadway and Grand. 

A. David Durrill gave a re-cap of the Main Street America Car Show held on 11 August.  The following 
CTSD members showed their cars on what turned out to be a picture perfect day: 

• Bill and Dee Hydrick 
• Michael Hanson and Jack Harrison 
• Bob and Celia Schlotter 
• David and Jan Durrill 
• Elaine Villalpando, Alan Cutsinger, Shelley Bowen, Gary Allard, and John and Travis Davi-

son stopped by to view the cars. 

B. After last month’s meeting, members met at the Soup Plantation for a no host late lunch.  Needless to 
say, nobody left hungry and a good time was had by all. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

A. CTSD (CTCI Chapter 24) 50th Anniversary Recognition Award 
• Alan Cutsinger displayed the 50th Anniversary Recognition Award Certificate presented 

by CTCI at the Regional Convention. 
• Congratulations to all club members for making this major milestone a reality! 

  
B. CTSD Summer Picnic at Deer Park Winery 

• When: 28 September (Saturday) 
• Make sure you sign up. 
• Contact David Durrill or Alan Cutsinger if you have any questions. 

C. San Diego Automotive Museum Gala 
• When: 21 September (Saturday) 
• Motion was made, seconded and approved for CTSD to treat David and Jan Durrill to the 

Gala in recognition of their outstanding service to the club. 
•

D. Chapter 24 Board Members for 2020 
• Looking for volunteers to serve on the Board. 
• David Durrill informed the membership he will not be volunteering for President. 
• Nominations will be held in October. 
• Elections will be held in November. 

7. TECH REPORT 

A. If you are considering repainting your Thunderbird, Alan Cutsinger has the official Ford Motor Com-
pany color books/plates.  Please contact Alan if you have any questions. 
  

8. SUNSHINE REPORT- Nothing to report. 
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8.

9. PARADES, ACTIVITIES & SHOWS 

A. 14 September (Saturday) - Pageant of the Thunderbirds in Anaheim (La Palma Park) 
• Los Angeles T-Bird Club has issued a participation challenge to all neighboring clubs.  

Club with most participation (excluding the L.A. Club) wins $100.00. 

B. 28 September (Saturday) - CTSD Summer Picnic at Deer Park Winery and Auto Museum 
• Great food, fun and prizes! 
• Registration form is in the newsletter. 
• Catered by Phil’s B-B-Q. 
• Museum Scavenger Hunt. 

C. 29 September (Sunday) - KUSI Promotion for the Ramona Air Fair and Classic Car Show 
• Meet at KUSI at 7:00 AM. 
• If you are interested in attending, please contact Alan Cutsinger as spots are limited. 

D. 5 October (Saturday) - Ramona Air Fair and Classic Car Show 
• If you are interested in attending, please contact Alan Cutsinger. 

10. OPEN DISCUSSION 

A. Nothing to report.  

11. CLOSING REMARKS - None. 

12. 50/50 WINNER - Gary Meyers 

13. Meeting adjourned at 3:05 PM. 

                                              Cruisin’ Grand 
On Friday, August 23rd, Classic  Thunderbirds of San Diego was featured at Cruisin’ 
Grand in Escondido. This cruise night is one of the longest running cruise nights in 
America.  We started off meeting at the home of Mitch and Elaine Villalpando  where 
they hosted refreshments of Root Beer floats and Cracker-jacks. Representing Chap-
ter 24 were Larry/Jeannie Hoskinson, Elaine Villalpando, Alan Cutsinger, Gary Du-
mas, Bob Higgins and David Durrill.  We also were joined by Steve and Pam Ness 
who joined the club that evening. Welcome aboard Steve and Pam. It was also nice to 
see Julie Olmstead, formerly of Hilltop Classics, who dropped by for a visit. 
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  New Members Steve and Pam Ness   
winner of Cruisin Grand 
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    Classic Thunderbirds of San Diego Calendar of Events 

September  

     14  Saturday,  Pageant of the Thunderbird  Anaheim sponsored by EarlyBirds of So. Cal 

     21  Saturday, San Diego Automotive Museum Gala fundraiser 

     28  Saturday,  Annual Picnic at Deer Park Winery and Auto Museum( NO MEETING THIS MONTH) 

October 

     27  Sunday, Regular Meeting at Kearny Pearson Ford, 2pm  

November 

     24  Sunday, Regular Meeting at Kearny Pearson Ford, 2pm 

December 

     7   Saturday, Annual Christmas Party 11:30 am at Admiral Baker Club 

     8   Sunday, La Jolla Christmas Parade, 2pm 

     NOTE: There is no December Meeting due to the Annual Christmas Party 

NOTE:  Some dates and times are tentative and are subject to change.  Additional events may be 
added each month. 
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No September Meeting 
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