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CLASSIC THUNDERBIRDS OF SAN DIEGO 
   THE BIRDS EYE VIEW.     

From the President                                                           April, 2020 

I hope that when you receive this newsle3er, all is well with you and your families.  The COVID 19 virus has posed 
some difficult Ames for us all, probably  nothing like this has been experienced by any of us. I know that we belong 
to a car club and the focus of our club is our cars, but for now we all need to be together in thought to help each 
other any way we can.  An excellent method is the Classic Thunderbirds of San Diego FaceBook page.  Also reach 
out to each other via email, text or a good old fashioned telephone call. If you need help during these challenging 
Ames or just feel isolated, feel free to contact me and I will either help you myself or find another member close 
by to help. I feel that faith and humor do wonders for my own personal well being.  Make it a point to contact a 
different friend, neighbor or family member on a daily basis. It will do wonders not only for the recipient of your 
contact, but for yourself as well. 

Unfortunately, I have no idea on the Ameline that we will be able to get back together as a group for meeAngs and 
acAviAes.  Even working for a healthcare organizaAon, they have no idea when things will get back to normal. 
Obviously, we cancelled the March meeAng and the Motorcars on Main Street Coronado car show/April meeAng 
has been cancelled. I don’t have word yet as to how they are going to handle registraAons that have been mailed 
in.  I know that I signed up over a month ago, but my check has not been cashed. I would like to say that we are 
sAll on for our May meeAng, but it is too soon to make that call. Please pay a3enAon to the Calendar of Events as 
there will be changes over the next several months.  We will have to be flexible in our planning. 

On the lighter side of things, I finally got my Thunderbird back home aVer being quaranAned at Harold’s 
AutomoAve for two and a half months.  It apparently was suffering from the Torque Converter O-Ring virus.  The 
O-ring on the torque converter failed even though it was about 3 years old.  The O-ring was made in China.  Harold 
was able to locate some Made in USA O-rings and bought about a dozen of them.  Hopefully , this will hold up 
much be3er.  It seems that many replacement parts  are made overseas and not the quality that we expect.  Prime 
examples are heater control valves, fuel filter gaskets and fuel pumps.   

While we may not be able to gather socially or do many of the acAviAes that we are used to doing, you do have 
extra Ame to follow up on those li3le projects on your Thunderbird that we never seem to have Ame for 
performing.  In addiAon to the extra detailing you now have Ame for, it is also a good idea to check some oVen 
overlooked maintenance items.  I have put together a list of items taken from the 1956 Ford Car and Thunderbird 
Shop Manual. 

Every 1,000 miles: 

     * Inspect hoses, belt(s) and hydraulic lines for crack and leaks.  Hoses should be somewhat pliable 

     * Inspect, clean and replace fuel filter element if necessary. It’s not a bad idea to carry some extra gaskets. 
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  * Check and clean ba3ery terminals. A paste made of baking soda and vinegar applied with an old 
toothbrush does wonders.  Wipe clean.  Clean terminals = be3er starAng. 

     * Check operaAon of all exterior lights, turn signals, brake lights etc. I do this solo in a dark garage 

    * Check Ares for correct pressure, cracks and uneven wear. 

Every 5,000 miles: 

     * Check quality of coolant, if signs of rust/corrosion are apparent, drain and flush before adding new 
coolant 

     * Inspect and adjust tension on all belts. 

     * Check oil pan for leaks and check pans screws for correct torque of 12-15 foot pounds. 

     * Check starter motor for correct torque, 5-10 foot lbs and cable connecAon 

     * LubricaAon service, you may want your mechanic to do this. 

     * Rotate Tires 

     * Tune up engine.  With many cars updaAng to electronic points and be3er spark plugs, this may not be 
done as frequently.  I would sAll check your plugs every 5,000 miles.  It will give some valuable informaAon on 
engine performance.   

The  above informaAon is good reference material whether you are a do it yourself mechanic or you have it 
done by a professional.  Remember that this informaAon is provided for a book wri3en in 1955/56 and some 
things have changed.  I find this book a valuable asset for be3er understanding of my Thunderbird. I 
purchased my Shop Manual from CTCI.  I hope this helps fill some Ame and gives you some be3er insight on 
rouAne car maintenance. Nobody has said that you cannot go out and enjoy a nice ride in your beauAful 
Thunderbird.  While you are out in your Thunderbird, don’t forget to get some pictures of you and your 
Thunderbird for our year end slide show.  

I am looking forward to gegng together soon, but unAl then, stay safe and God Bless you all. 

Sincerely, 

David Durrill, President 
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CTSD March 2020 Meeting  cancelled due to COVID-19
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April 

      26  Sunday, MotorCars on Main Street Car Show in Coronado and MeeAng CANCELLED 

May 

      17  Sunday, MeeAng at Kearny Mesa Ford, 2pm. NOTE, This is 3rd Sunday due to Memorial  

           Day Holiday Weekend on the 4th weekend of May  tentaAvely scheduled but check for updates 

      25  Monday, Happy Memorial Day 

June 

      7  Garden of Innocence car show (our club will be hosAng coffee and donuts) POSTPONED UNTIL     
                      FURTHER NOTICE 

      28  Sunday, MeeAng at Kearny Mesa Ford, 2pm 

July 

      4  Saturday, Coronado 4th of July Parade, 8:30 am   Happy 4th of July! 

      26  Sunday, MeeAng at Kearny Mesa Ford, 2pm 

August 

      21  Friday, Cruisin’ Grand, Escondido Cruise Night 3pm details to come 

     23  Sunday, MeeAng at Kearny Mesa Ford,  

September 

      27  Sunday, MeeAng at Kearny Mesa Ford, 2pm 

October 

      25  Sunday,  MeeAng at Kearny Pearson Ford, 2pm 

November 

      22  Sunday,  MeeAng at Kearny Mesa Ford, 2pm 
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Calendar of Events
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      26  Thursday,  Happy Thanksgiving 

December 

      5  Saturday,  Christmas Party,  details to be decided 

          NO MeeAng in December.  Happy Holidays! 

Please check calendar monthly as there may be cancella>ons or changes of venues and >mes. 

CTCI ConvenAon 2020 has been cancelled 
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By all accounts the Borrego Springs outing was a huge success! Thank you Carol and Gary for 
putting together a wonderful event! Members from Valley Classic Thunderbird Club and the Early Birds  
recounted their experiences below followed by photos from the event.

ValleyClassic Thunderbird Club: Gus and I had a ball on a road trip with five different Thunderbird 
car clubs from Southern California. We left Los Angeles on Sunday in the rain. Our red 1957 T-Bird was 
christened with rain for the first time in the 23 years that we’ve owned it.

We drove for 4 hours (including one pit stop) to arrive at the Palm Canyon Hotel and Resort in Borrego 
Springs, CA. Behind the reception desk there is a photo of cowboy actors from the old western TV 
shows. They posed on the Warner Bros. lot in Los Angeles but it looks like they posed at the resort 
since the resort is designed in the style of an old 
western town. The ram’s head on the wall is in the 
hotel lobby. I found out that Borrego means ram! 
When we returned home the next day we had 
travelled over 500 miles roundtrip.

We met lots of new friends at the meet and greet 
who we’ll be keeping in touch with. We had breakfast 
at a cool diner in Borrego Springs. We spent the day 
driving around the area enjoying the metal life-size 
sculptures on the Galleta Meadows Estate and taking 
advantage of the photo ops. 

Jennifer and Gus
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Birds have a Ménage a’ Cinq     (by Daisy Freitag Earlybirds) 

My name is Daisy and my owners let me have a glorious Ménage a’ Cinq in Borrego Springs on March 1, 2 and 3. I was 
with my cousins from the San Diego Club, the Palm Springs Club, the Inland Empire Club and the Valley Club.  The Early 
Birds made Cinq. 

Everyone knows the French created the Ménage a’ Trois to explain a domesAc relaAonship of three, typically 
occupying the same household.  For us Birds, it was the Five Clubs and we had different driving arrangements 
throughout Borrego Springs.  Such ooooh la la! 

I made the trip through the Anza Borrego State Park, stopping for lunch in Julian and then had more fun on the twisty, 
up and down curves through the mountains to Borrego Springs.  On Sunday there was no traffic in our direcAon.    
Maybe other Early Birders can do this ride within the future. 

Gary and Carol Noyes from the San Diego Club did a wonderful job of selecAng the Palm Canyon Hotel and RV Resort 
and planning the events on Sunday aVernoon through Tuesday late morning when we departed for home.  AVer a 
Sunday aVernoon meeAng at the local Fudge and ice cream parlor we registered at our western town style motel and 
then had an orientaAon. 

On Monday, the large flock of Birds was divided into small flocks where we could drive to the various animal 
sculptures that are on display throughout this desert town.  Our parents took pictures of themselves and their Birds at 
most of the two dozen sites that include Mammoths, horses, eagles, foxes, Big Horn Sheep, elephants, serpents and 
giant turtles that once inhabited this area. I found it interesAng that this desert was created by the material that was 
washed down the Colorado River from the Grand Canyon as it flowed to the Gulf of Mexico. 

Our farewell dinner was arranged at the La Casa del Zorro Resort and Spa.  When we arrived, the staff was out to greet 
us as royalty and took many pictures of our flock at different locaAons within the Resort.  Of course, our owners loved 
seeing their children photographed even though they had to tolerate their hunger pains. 

The Ménage came to a beauAful ending for my owners who on Tuesday morning, took a hike from the motel to the 
Anza Borrego State Park Exhibit. They viewed the climate change of the area going back millions of years including the 
ecological effects on the area.  Then we headed back home, and I was my usual good self in gegng Joe and Linda 
home safely. 

In addiAon to Joe and Linda, Martha and Harold Lazdins and Bonnie and Michael Goldberg represented the Early 
Birds, Jennifer Nejman and husband Gus represented the Valley Club, (Jennifer invited us to join the Valley Club tour of 
the Nethercu3 Museum in January,).  Ed Chiaramonte represented the Palm Springs club, Dan and Rory Deane 
represented the Inland empire Club, and the San Diego Club was represented by Gary and Carol Noyes, Dan and Linda 
Regan, Charlie Bach and Liz, Bill & Dee Hydrick, Shelly Bowen and Larry Allard, Don Schlacht  and Sharon Jones , 
Lanny and Jean Arrowsmith.  The owners had more fun networking and gegng to know each other.  The stories they 
told about the old days!!! Tsk tsk tsk. 

As for me.....give me the open road  with other Birds because that’s    oooh la la! 

Daisy Freitag 
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Member Spotlight

Don’t forget to check out our club Facebook page!

FACEBOOK LINK: https://www.facebook.com/

This could be your story! 
Please consider submitting your T-Bird story for next months edition!

If you are looking for something to smile about, check 
out Shelly Bowen’s post on Facebook of her car turning 
over for the first Ame in 40 years! So exciAng! 

Call us if you need anything! We’ll get through this!
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Next meeting: TBD 


